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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on December 9, 2005 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 , 2, and 6-52 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 1-18, Anderson et al. (US 2005/0258367 A1) teach a plurality 
of microbolometers including a plurality of switches including a reference voltage (page 
9, paragraph 116), however Anderson et al. do not teach or make obvious the sharing 
of contacts within the microbolometer array. Prior art fails to teach or make obvious the 
selecting means comprising a first set of switches adapted to apply a reference voltage 
to corresponding ones of the plurality of microbolometers and a second set of switches 
adapted to route the output signal from corresponding ones of the plurality of 
microbolometers, with the first set of switches initially asserted and the second set of 
switches initially deasserted, the first set of switches sequentially deasserted as 
corresponding ones of the second set of switches coupled to the same contacts are 
sequentially asserted until all of the second set of switches are asserted. 

Regarding claims 19-26, Anderson et al. (US 2005/0258367 A1) a bias circuit 
(Abstract), a load microbolometer (pages 1-2, paragraph 10) and a resistor adapted to 
provide temperature coefficient of resistance compensation for the load microbolometer 
(page 3, paragraph 44), however Anderson et al. do not teach or make obvious the 
sharing of contacts within the microbolometer array. Parrish et al. (US 6,812,465 B2) 
teach a bias circuit comprising a load microbolometer and a resistor adapted to provide 
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temperature coefficient of resistance for the load microbolometer, however as US 
6,812,465 B2 was published less than one year from the filing date of the present 
application and as it is commonly assigned with the application, it can not be utilized as 
prior art for rejection purposes. 

Regarding claims 27-37, prior art fails to teach or make obvious a first and 
second plurality of switches that are initially asserted and deasserted, respectively, with 
one of the switches from the first plurality deasserted prior to one of the switches from 
the second plurality being asserted which couple to the same contact, with this 
switching pattern repeated for the first and second plurality of switches until the second 
plurality of switches are all asserted. 

Regarding claims 38-52, prior art fails to teach or make obvious a 
microbolometer array including shared contacts in which there is provided a means for 
selecting from among the microbolometers in the microbolometer array and providing a 
corresponding output signal; wherein the selecting means comprises a first set of 
switches adapted to apply a reference voltage to corresponding ones of the plurality of 
microbolometers and a second set of switches adapted to route the output signal from 
corresponding ones of the plurality of microbolometers, with one of the first set of 
switches asserted for every two of the second set of switches to provide the output 
signal for two of the microbolometers in corresponding columns; and means for 
providing temperature compensation for the output signal. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



3. Applicant's arguments, see page 18, lines 8- 22, filed December 9, 2005, with 
respect to claims 6-10, 19-22, and 24-26 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive, as Parrish et al. is the best available reference and the date of this 
application is not valid for use as prior art. The rejection 103 (a) rejection of claims 6- 
10, 19-22, and 24-26 has been withdrawn. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Zettl whose telephone number is (571) 272-6007. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Porta can be reached on (571) 272-2444. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 




DAVID PORTA 
SUPERVISOR P f -IS?7f nf "r* 
TEG fi!3LC&Y CSi^ri 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MZ 



